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ABSTRAK
Sulastri (2012) :”Hubungan antara Penggunaan Strategi Two-Column Note
Taking dan Pemahaman Bacaan Siswa Tahun Kedua di SMP
Negeri 29 Pekanbaru”.
Penelitian ini dilakukan karena beberapa masalah yang dihadapi oleh
siswa dalam belajar bahasa Inggris terutama dalam membaca pemahaman teks
recount Masalahnya adalah; Beberapa siswa tidak mengerti tentang isi teks
bacaan, beberapa siswa tidak dapat menemukan ide utama dalam membaca teks,
dan siswa juga tidak dapat mengidentifikasi informasi rinci dari teks.
Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan tujuan untuk mengetahui ada tidaknya
hubungan yang signifikan dari pemahaman siswa membaca teks recount untuk
siswa dengan menggunakan strategi two-column note taking.
Desain yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah korelasi bivariat.
Dalam pengumpulan data, penulis menggunakan tes dan observasi, itu digunakan
untuk mengumpulkan data dari siswa memahami bacaan dalam teks recount pada
siswa kelas dua SMP Negeri 29 Pekanbaru. Tes digunakan untuk menentukan
pemahaman siswa membaca setelah menggunakan strategi two-column note
taking. Dalam menganalisis data, penulis menggunakan tes tertulis. Sedangkan,
observasi digunakan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa dalm menggunakan
two-column note taking. Nilai dari tes dianalisis dengan menggunakan rumus dari
pearson’s correlation coefficient melalui SPSS 17.
Dari temuan penelitian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa Ho ditolak dan Ha
diterima. Ini berarti bahwa ada hubungan yang signifikan antara penggunanaan
strategi two-column note taking dan pemahaman bacaan dalam teks recount pada
siswa kelas dua SMP Negeri 29 Pekanbaru.
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1CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Problem
Reading is one of the activities that is done by English learners. It is one
of language skills which is important in our life because reading is a window
of the world. We can explore the world by using reading. To support the idea,
Patel states that “Reading is an active process which consists of recognition
and comprehension skill”1. Therefore, reading is a complex skill. In reading,
the students need comprehension skill. Reading comprehension is defined as
the level of understanding of a written language. Reading comprehension is
the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through
interaction and involvement with a written language2.
Reading, as one of the four important skills in learning language, is a
cognitive process of interaction with printed material. In this interacting process,
one is undergoing a stream of comprehension by which he gets the meaning or
understands the information contained in the printed material. Reading not only
assigns foreign language sounds to written words, but it also requires the
comprehension of what is written. Comprehension here is meaningful
interpretation of printed or written symbols or words that require a combination
of word recognition, intellect, and emotion interrelated with prior knowledge.
Word recognition means knowledge of vocabulary one should have in order to be
1 M. F.  Patel and Praveen M.  Jain. English Language Teaching Methods, Tools and
Technique [Electronic Book].  Jaipur: Sunrise Publishers and Distributors, 2008.  p. 113.
2 Reading Study Group. Reading for Understanding toward R&D Program in Reading
Comprehension [Electronic Book]. Arlington, VA: RAND, 2002.  p. 11.
2able to understand the printed or written words of the target language. One who
does not master enough English vocabulary tends to face difficulties when
comprehending new reading materials. As one of the English skills, reading has
an important role like a domestic commodity that is consumed by everyone,
especially literate society. Reminding the important existence of literate
society, Patel states that “Reading is an important activity in life with which
one can update his/her knowledge. Reading skill is an important tool for
academic success”3. Reading is very necessary to widen the mind and gain
understanding and expanding knowledge of a language.
Based on the School Based-Curriculum for junior high school 2006, the
goals of teaching English as follows4:
1. Developing communicative competence in oral and written form to
achieve functional literacy level.
2. Having awareness about sense and significance of English in order to
increase national competence in global society.
3. Developing students’ understanding about relationship between language
and culture.
Based on the goal of teaching English at junior high school above, it is
clear that the students have to develop communicative competence in oral and
written form to achieve functional literacy level. It means that the students are
demanded to be able to use English for survival purposes, to communicate for
3 Patel and Praveen, Op. Cit., p.114.
4 BSNP. Standar Isi untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah Standar Komretensi dan
Kompetensi dasar SMP/MTs. Jakarta: BNSP. 2006. p. 124.
3daily needs orally and written. Orally is a way in which people talk using their
mouths, and sound. Language allows us to talk to people by making a sound
from our mouth and their ears picking up the sounds that we make. While,
written is a way of expressing what we are trying to say in the English
alphabet.
To develop communicative competence in oral and written form in
English teaching, the four major language skills, i.e. reading, listening,
speaking, and writing are presented, integrated skills which taught through
themes which are selected in accordance with interest, vocabulary and
corresponding structure. The government has provided English textbooks to
be used as compulsory material in junior high school. The material is planned
and arranged in accordance with the School Based-Curriculum. The
government has also given professional training to English teachers that
relates to the product knowledge and other teaching techniques.
Based on the preliminary study at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru,
some of students still face some problems and difficulties in learning English,
especially in reading comprehension. While reading skill is one of the
competence standard conducted to the students, one of the reading
competences which should be learnt by them is: to comprehend the meaning
of short functional texts and essays in the form of descriptive text and recount
text in the context of daily life activities and to access knowledge5. Passing
5 Tim Penyusun. Perangkat Pembelajaran Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris Kelas VIII, SMP
Negeri 29. Pekanbaru: Unpublished. 2010.  p. 15.
4score of English subject of state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru (KKM) is
65. The students were taught reading through genre text. Text means the
original words of something written, printed, or spoken, in contrast to a
summary or paraphrase6. A text genre is a type of written or spoken discourse,
such as: descriptive, recount, narrative, procedure, etc. From the genre the
students identified the text and information that is contained in the text. The
teacher gave explanation and example of the genre. Then, the students had to
identify and comprehend a reading text. The students had to list the unknown
words on their notebook and sought their meaning on the dictionary. After
that, the students read the text while translating each sentence to Indonesian
language.  Then, the students did the exercise based on the reading text.
Although the students had been taught reading comprehension by using
the way which has been explained above, but students’ reading
comprehension is still far from the expectation of curriculum itself. There are
some facts that indicated the problems; it can be shown in the following
symptoms:
1. Some of the students are low in vocabulary mastery.
2. Some of the students are not able to find out the main idea of the
recount text.
3. Some of the students cannot refer reference including in the text.
6 Larson in Richard Nordquist. Definition of Text.
http://grammar.about.com/od/tz/g/textterm.htm. Retrieved on June 1st, 2012.
54. Some of the students are not able to understand the text or sentences,
and find the meaning of the sentences.
5. Some of the students cannot answer the questions based on the
recount texts.
6. Two-column note taking strategy can improve students reading
comprehension.
Based on the facts above, the students still face some problems in
reading comprehension that have to be followed up immediately, either the
problems are from students and also caused by other factors in reading
comprehension a text itself. It is necessary for language teacher to foster
reading comprehension of the students.
To improve students’ reading comprehension needs an appropriate
strategy or technique helping them as solution for their problems. So to
achieve the success in language teaching learning process especially English,
the appropriate teaching and learning strategy is one of important factors in all
language teaching. Actually, there is a strategy that can help the students to
improve their reading comprehension, called two-column note taking strategy.
It is a learning strategy which is done by the students.
Two-column note taking is one of note-taking strategies. The purpose for
this strategy is to write notes systematically using headings and subheading to
structure the layout of the notes. Fang pointed out “two-column note taking is
a note taking strategy that helps students to organize the information they have
6read into two columns format”7. This form of note taking helps students
organize information8. According to Camille and Donna, writing two-column
notes is one of useful strategies that students can develop to increase their
effectiveness as comprehenders9. In conclusion, two-column note taking
strategy is effective to improve students’ reading comprehension. Besides, it is
appropriate with the curriculum expectation in achieving the communicative
competence of functional literacy level because integrated skills are also
presented in implementation of two-column note taking strategy. In the
implementation of two-column note taking strategy, the students have to take
notes or write the notes into two columns form, and then the students identify
the text or read the text to find out the main ideas and information details.
After that, the students discuss every subtopic or paragraph of the text in the
class. It means that develop the students’ speaking skill. In discussion, the
other students listen to the speaker. In other words, it also develops students
listening skill. That is why, two-column note taking strategy is appropriate
with school-based curriculum, where to develop communicative competence
in oral and written form in English teaching, integrated skills are presented,
the four major language skills, i.e. reading, listening, speaking, and writing. It
is supported by Joan who states that note taking requires the integration of
7 Zhihui Fang, et alt.  Language and Literacy in Inquiry Based Science Classroom Grades 3-8
[Electronic Book]. California: Corwin SAGE Company, 2010.  p.96.
8 Katherine W. Kuta. Reading and Writing to Learn Strategies Across the Curriculum
[Electronic Book]. Westport: Greenwood Publishing Group, Inc.  2008.  p. 163.
9 Camille Blachowicz and Donna Ogle. Reading Comprehension Strategies for Independent
Learners [Electronic Book].  New York: The Guildford Press, 2008.  p. 13.
7listening, comprehension, sequencing, eye-hand coordination, writing, and
spelling skills10.
Reminding the importance of learning strategy which is used by the
students in learning English, based on the description of two-column note
taking strategy and reading comprehension above, the writer was interested to
investigate the problems above which focused on Recount text into a research
entitled: “THE CORRELATION BETWEEN USING TWO-COLUMN
NOTE TAKING STRATEGY AND READING COMPREHENSION OF
THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS AT STATE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 29
PEKANBARU.”
B. The Definition of the Terms
In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the topic
of the research, it is necessary for the writer to define the following terms:
1. Correlation
Correlation means the state or relation of being correlated.
Correlation is a statistical measurement of the relationship between
two variables. It used to describe the observed relationship between
instances of two variables.
2. Two-column note taking strategy
10 Joan Sedita, M. Ed. Helping Your Child with Organization and Study Skills.
http://www.keystoliteracy.com/adolescent/study-skills/teen-study-skills-tips.pdf.
Retrieved on June 6, 2012. 1998. p. 10.
8Two-Column Notes is a note-taking strategy that divides a page
into two columns. Students write main ideas and concepts in the left
column and supporting details and information in the right column.
This strategy helps students pull the main ideas out of what they read
and organize the information effectively. Harvey states that the two
column note is a T chart with two heading11. In addition, this strategy
encourages students to identify main ideas and supporting details12.
Furthermore, the notes are taken in the double columns and are
reviewed by folding the paper so that only one column is visible13.
The two-column note-taking strategy is a learning strategy that is
done by the students. It is an especially useful strategy for detailed and
technical information. The act of separating main ideas from details
strengthens the understanding and memory of the content area14.
However, like just about any strategy for learning, students need to
understand the point of the exercise.
3. Reading Comprehension
Reading refers to the ability to comprehend or make meaning
from a written text, whereas comprehension is the ability to know or
11 Stephanie Harvey. Nonfiction Matters Reading, Writing, and Research in Grade 3-8
{Electronic Book].  Stenhouse Publisher, 1998.  p.  133.
12 Albert Duchnowski, Ph. D., Susan Sheffield, Ph. D., and Krista Kutash, Ph. D. Reading
Strategies for Special Populations [Electronic Book].  South Florida: USF University,
2005.  p.  29.
13 Keren J. Rooney. Strategies for Learning Empowering Students for Success, grade 9-12
[Electronic Book].  California: Corwin SAGE Company, 2010.  p.   52.
14 Brigitta Allen. Classroom Uses for the Two-Column Note taking Method.
http://www.landmarkoutreach.org/TwoColumnNote-takingMethod.htm.  Retrieved on
June 3, 2011.
9grasp ideas with the mind15. Reading comprehension is the process of
constructing meaning from text that is defined as the level of
understanding of a written text. Reading comprehension is the process
of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through
interaction and involvement with written language16. In addition,
reading comprehension is essentially the ability to understand what has
been read17.
In conclusion, reading comprehension is defined as the level of
understanding of a written language. Reading comprehension is the
process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning
through interaction and involvement with written language.
C. The Problems
1. Identification of the Problem
Based on the problems which are explained above, we can notice
apparently that some of the students still faced difficulties in learning
English, especially in reading comprehension. To make this research this
clear, the writer is going to identify the problems as follows:
1. What factors make the students have limited vocabulary?
2. Why are the students not able to find out main idea of the text?
15 Danny Brassell and Timothy Rasinski. Comprehension that Works Taking Students Beyond
Ordinary Understanding to Deep Comprehension [Electronic Book]. Huntington Beach,
CA: Shell education, 2008.  p.  15-16.
16 Reading Study Group. Reading for Understanding toward R&D Program in Reading
Comprehension [Electronic Book]. Arlington,VA: RAND, 2002.  p. 11.
17 Jennifer Zimmerman. Definition of Reading Comprehension.
http://www.ehow.co.uk/about_6593485_definition-reading-comprehension.html.
Retrieved  May 18, 2011.
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3. Why are the students not able to understand each sentence, and find its
meaning of recount text?
4. Why are the students getting difficulties in doing exercises that follow
the reading texts?
5. Why can the students not refer the reference of the text?
6. Is two-column note taking strategy effective in improving students’
reading comprehension?
2. Limitation of the Problem
According to identification of the problems above, it can be known
clearly that there were many problems that ought to be investigated. The
writer specified the text that was investigated was recount text because the
recount text was a text which was being studied when the writer was
collecting data. Besides, because of limited time, finance, the writer’s
ability, this research is limited to:
1. The implementation of using two-column note taking strategy.
2. The students’ reading comprehension by using two-column note taking
strategy.
3. The correlation between using two-column note taking strategy and
students’ reading comprehension.
11
3. Formulation of the Problem
1. How is the implementation of the use of two-column note taking
strategy of the second year students of state junior high school 29
Pekanbaru?
2. How is students’ ability in reading comprehension by two-column
note taking strategy?
3. Is there any significant correlation between the use of two-column
note taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension at the
second year students of state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru?
D. The Objective and Significance of the Research
1. Objectives of the Research
1. To find out the data about the implementation of using two-column
note taking strategy of the second year students at state junior high
school 29 Pekanbaru.
2. To find out the data about students’ reading comprehension use
using two-column note taking strategy.
3. To identify the correlation between using two column note taking
strategy and reading comprehension of the second year students at
state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
2. Significance of the Research
1. This research is hopefully contributing to the writer as a researcher
intends of learning to conduct a research as a novice researcher.
12
2. These research findings are also expected to give the positive
contributions related to the process of teaching and learning
English, especially in reading comprehension to the students and
the teachers at the second year of state junior high school 29
Pekanbaru.
3. These research findings are also expected to contribute the
development of teaching and learning English theoretically or
practically as a foreign language and for those who are concerned
very much in field of language teaching and learning.
13
CHAPTER II
REVIEWING OF LITERATURE
A. The Theoretical Framework
1. Reading
1.1.The Nature of Reading
Reading is one of the English skills which must be mastered by
the students. This skill needs more attention from students, because in
reading the students must have good interaction with the text in order
to get the meaning of text. The purpose of reading is to connect the
ideas on the page to what the reader already knows. According to
Patel, reading is most useful and important skill for people. This skill
is more important than speaking and writing because reading is not
only a source of information and a pleasurable activity but also as a
mean of consolidating and extending one’s knowledge of the
language18.
Reading is an activity that involves greater levels of
concentration and adds to the conversational skills of the reader. It is
an indulgence that enhances the knowledge acquired, consistently. The
reading also helps readers to decipher new words and phrases that they
come across in everyday conversations. According to Brassell and
Rasinski, reading refers to the ability to comprehend or make meaning
18 Patel and Praveen, Loc. Cit.
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from a written text19. In addition, reading is an active and complex
process which draws on the application of a number of skills and
knowledge about language and print20.
b. The Teaching and Learning Reading
Reading is an active and communicative process. It is also an
interactive process that goes on between the reader and the text,
resulting in comprehension. It is a means of communication between
the reader and the writer. The process involves the reader, the text, the
interaction between reader and text. The text presents letters, words,
sentences, and paragraphs that encode meaning. The reader uses
knowledge, skills, and strategies to determine the meaning.
In general, the aim of teaching reading is to develop the students’
ability in reading the text, get the information and understand about the
text. On the other hands, the aim of teaching reading for the students is
to comprehend and react toward what is written. This idea is supported
by Taele and Yakoto which state that comprehension must be the
central focus of teaching children to read and not something to be
emphasized21.
The teacher should motivate the students in obtaining the
knowledge, particularly concerning with teaching and learning
19 Brassell and Rasinski, Loc. Cit.
20 Ann Browne. Developing Language and Literacy 3-8 2nd Edition [Electronic Book].
Trowbrige: Paul Chapman Publishing, 2001.  p. 27.
21 Taele and Yakoto (2000) in Peter Westwood. Reading and Learning Difficulties Approaches
to Teaching and Assessment [Electronic Book].  Victoria: The Australian Council for
Educational Research Ltd., 2001.   p.  9.
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process. Teacher should pay attention to their students’ interest in
reading. In this case the teacher motivates the students to read because
every student has different ability. Ability is someone’s competence as
a result of learning. Therefore, reading ability means someone’s ability
to communicate or make sense of written or printed symbols and to
extract information in the text by using his knowledge, skills, and
strategies to achieve the purpose of reading activity itself.
According to Williams, there are three main phases needed to be
followed in reading activity, namely22:
1) Pre – reading: aimed to introduce and arouse learners’ interest in
the topic. Giving reason to read and some questions that are related
to the learners’ background knowledge ideas and opinion would
motivate learners’ eagerness to read the whole text.
2) Whilst reading: aimed to help students understanding the purpose
and texts’ structure and to clarify texts’ content. Some activities
like answering comprehension question, completing diagram or
maps, making list and taking notes are whilst reading type work.
3) Post – reading: aimed to consolidate what has been read with
learners’ own knowledge, interest, or ideas.
22 Eddie Williams. Reading in the Language Classroom [Electronic Book]. UK:  Hert
Fortshire Phoenix, elt.,  1996.  p.  51.
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2. Reading Comprehension
a. The Nature of Reading Comprehension
Comprehension is the center of reading23. In reading, the students
need comprehension skill. Reading comprehension is defined as the
level of understanding of a written language. Reading comprehension
is the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning
through interaction and involvement with written language24. It
requires an action on the part of the reader. That action involves the
use of the existing knowledge that the reader has on the topic of the
text as well as the text itself in order to create meaning25.
b. The Level of Comprehension
According to Clymer in Danny Brasswel and Timothy Rasinski,
there are three levels of comprehension. The three levels of
comprehension are important and needed to be fostered. They are26;
1) Literal Comprehension
The primary step in reading comprehension is identifying facts
directly stated in the passage. It is seen as the first level of
comprehension. It is the simplest form of locating information in
texts because the information is stated directly in the text. This idea
is supported by Clymer who stated that literal comprehension
23 Karen Tankersley. The Threads of Reading Strategies for Literacy Development [Electronic
Book].  Alexandria, VA: ASCD, 2003.  p.  90.
24 Reading Study Group. Loc. Cit.
25 Brassell and Rasinski, Loc. Cit.
26 Ibid. p. 17.
17
requires a reader to be able to retell or recall the facts or
information presented in a text27.
2) Inferential Comprehension
Inferential comprehension is comprehension that involves using
reasoning- drawing conclusions about the relationships between or
among bits of information that are not explicitly stated. It requires
relating background knowledge to what is read or applying
knowledge about text structure to aid comprehension28. It refers to
the ability of a reader to take the information that is inferred or
implied within the text29.
3) Critical Comprehension
Critical comprehension requires readers to make judgments about
what they are reading based on an evaluation of several text-
grounded factors, the determination that it is fact not opinion, the
objectivity of the author, and whether the text is believable.
c. Micro and Macro Skills of Reading Comprehension
Knowing what reading comprehension means does not
necessarily enable us to determine one’s reading competence. We also
have to examine a number of problems which inevitably arise when
measuring reading comprehension. So, to comprehend a text a variety
27 Ibid
28 Online Academy. Inferential Comprehension.
http://www.csuchico.edu/sped/onlineacademy/a303/lesson/lesson_1/glossary/inferent.htm
l.  Retrieved Mei 28 2011.
29 Brassel and Rasinski, Loc. Cit.
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of intellectual skills is needed too. The skills of reading comprehension
can be divided into two parts; they are micro skill and macro skill of
reading comprehension. “Macro skills” refers to understanding the
general ideas in the text (e.g., information, gist, argument) while
“micro skills” refers to recognizing and interpreting the linguistic
features of the text (e.g., referents, word meanings, discourse
indicators). Hughes maintains that micro skills should be taught not as
an end in themselves but as a means of improving macro skills30.
1) Micro Skills
Micro skill is the most important category; represent the point
at which the general labels are broken down into their component
parts31. According to Troschitz, micro skill is in contrast to low
level skills intellectual operation. He also divides the micro skills
of reading comprehension into two32;
a) Word recognition
Word recognition is an essential part of reading
comprehension since it includes all processes which
are necessary to give a word a meaning in its
context. Language items develop meaning in there
context, and to understand this meaning is what is
called word recognition and which itself is a
compound of different skills.
b) Understanding of syntax.
The understanding of syntax includes the
identification of syntactical key elements such as
30 Arthur Hughes. Testing for Language Teacher [Electronic Book].  New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1989.  p. 116.
31 Jo McDonough. ESP in Perspective a Practical Guide [Electronic Book].  London: Collins
Educatonal, 1984.   p. 62.
32 Robert Troschitz. Testing Reading Comprehension Problems and Principles [Electronic
Book].  Norderstedt Germany: GRIN Verlag, 2005.  p. 4.
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subject, predicate etc. the understanding of deep
structure is highly important for comprehension.
2) Macro Skills
Macro skill refers to how successful each reader is in reading
comprehension. The macro skills are not only skills, but much
more do they define strategies a reader is supposed to develop for
reading in the foreign language as well as in the mother tongue.
Arthur Hughes counts four different macro skills generally33;
a) Skimming
(1) Obtain main ideas and discourse topic quickly
and efficiently
(2) Establish quickly the structure of a text
(3) Decide the relevance of a text to their needs
b) Scanning
Scanning is the ability to extract specific
information out of a text.
c) Make Inference
Harold S. Madsen points out the macro skills of reading
comprehension as follows34:
a) Vocabulary; word attack
b) Sentence comprehension
c) Passage Comprehension
Meanwhile, Janette, Sharon, and Alison pointed out the
macro skills of reading comprehension as follow35:
33 Arthur Hughes. Testing for Language Teacher 2nd Edition. New York : Cambridge
University Press, 2003.  p. 138.
34 Harold S. Madsen. Techniques in Testing [Electronic Book]. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1977.  p. 76.
35 Janette K. Klingner, et alt. Teaching Reading Comprehension to Students with Learning
Difficulties [Electronic Book]. New York: The Guilford Press, 2007.  pp. 3-4.
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a) Rapid and accurate word reading
b) Setting goals for reading
c) Noting the structure and organization of text
d) Monitoring their understanding while reading
e) Creating mental notes and summaries
f) Making prediction about what will happen,
checking them as they go along, and revising
and evaluating them as needed
g) Capitalizing on what they know about the topic
and integrating that with new learning
h) Making Inferences
i) Using mental images such as visualization to
assist them in remembering or understanding
events or characters
Whereas, based on school based curriculum 2010/2011 that is
contained in syllabus and lesson plan of an English teacher of state
junior high school 29 Pekanbaru, the indicators of reading
comprehension are as in the following;
a) The students are able to find out main idea of
recount text.
b) The students are able to find out detail
information containing in recount text.
c) The students are able to find the meaning of
vocabulary in context (synonym or antonym).
d) The students are able to identify reference.
e) The students are able to identify the generic
structure of recount text.
f) The students are able to determine
communicative purpose of recount text.
From the ideas above, the writer just takes the indicators of
reading comprehension based on school based curriculum
2010/2011 that is contained in syllabus and lesson plan of an
English teacher of state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru. It will be
used to assess reading comprehension of the second years students
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at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru because these indicators
are appropriate with standard that will be achieved   in reading
comprehension and the two-column note taking strategy itself.
d. The Factors Affecting Comprehension Skill
In the efforts to help the students achieve comprehension in
reading activity, teachers must understand the factors that influence
their students’ reading process. Aebersold and Field have compiled a
list of factors that influence reading in second language learning. They
are36:
a. Cognitive development and cognitive style
orientation at the time of beginning L2/FL study
b. Language proficiency in the L1
c. Metacognitive knowledge of L1 structure, grammar,
and syntax
d. Language proficiency in an L1/FL
e. Degree of difference between the L1 and an L2/FL
(writing systems, rhetorical structures, appropriate
strategies)
f. Cultural orientation
As the result of reading process, there are also some factors that
influence the students in their reading. Some experts have identified a
number of factors affecting comprehension skill. According Dawson
and Bamman, there are five factors which affect the comprehension
skill. They are37:
36 Jo Ann Aebersold and Marry Lee Field. From Reader to Reading Teacher [Electronic
Book].  New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997.  p. 23.
37 Mildred A. Dawson and Henry A. Bamman. Fundamentals of Basic Reading Instruction
[Electronic Book].  New York: David McKay Company, 1967.  pp. 220-223.
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a. Intelligence
Students have different intelligence, so it will be possible for
them to produce different comprehension. The number of
ideas that they understand and depth of their understanding
will be largely dependent upon his general capacity to learn.
b. Experience
Students with limited experience may have difficulty in
comprehending many ideas and activities with which other
students are familiar before they come to school.
c. Mechanics of reading
Comprehension will be easier for the students if they have all
mastered the skills of word attack and word meaning, and if
they have learned to handle material books properly.
Obviously, there must be a fine balance somewhat in each
student between careful attention to word attack skills and to
comprehension skills.
d. Interest and interest span
The interest span is related to personality factors; a disturbed
student who has encountered many unfortunate experiences at
home or in the school may be unable to preserve when
required for comprehending reading passages.
e. Skills of comprehending
23
Another obvious factor, which influences the depth and
amount of comprehension, is the skill, which the students
have developed for that purpose. Like all reading skills, the
ability to comprehend what we read develops gradually from
the simple to the complex skills.
3. Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
a. The Concept of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
There are many kinds of note taking format. One of the models
of note taking is two-column note taking format38. The purpose for this
strategy is to write notes systematically using headings and subheading
to structure the layout of the notes. To support the ideas above, Fang
pointed out that two-column note taking is a note taking strategy that
helps students to organize the information they have read into two
columns format”39. Two-column note-taking visually separates
information into main ideas and details.
38 Silvia L. Deruvo. Strategies for Teaching Adolescents with ADHD Effective Classroom
Techniques Across the Content Areas [Electronic Book].  San Francisco:  John Willey
and Sons Inc.,  2009.  p. 98.
39 Fang, et alt., Loc. Cit.
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Table 2.1
Two-Column Note Taking Format
This strategy encourages students to identify main ideas and
supporting details40. Research on two-column note taking strategy has
shown that students become active readers, have improved
comprehension of reading material, have improved retention of
reading material and are better to anticipate test questions regardless of
reading level41. This strategy adjusts with school-based curriculum,
where to develop communicative competence in oral and written form
in English teaching, integrated skills are presented, the four major
language skills, i.e. reading, listening, speaking, and writing. In this
strategy, the students are demanded to write note after reading or
identifying the text, and then discussion about every subtopic or
paragraph in the class. It means that two-column note taking strategy
also use integrated skills in its’ implementation. It is supported by Joan
40 Albert Duchnowski, et alt. Reading Strategies for Special Populations [Electronic Book].
South Florida: USF University.  2005.  p .  29.
41 SGIAT. How to Do Two-Column Notes. http://web.me.com/ipsbradley/SGIAT/2CNs.html.
Retrieved on May 19, 2011.
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who states that note taking requires the integration of listening,
comprehension, sequencing, eye-hand coordination, writing, and spelling
skills42.
b. The Procedure of Using Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
Based on some books that have been read by the writer, the
writer can conclude the procedure for teaching two-column note taking
strategy as follows43:
1. Ask students to divide their papers into two columns.
2. They should label the left column Main Idea and the
right column Details.
3. As students take notes, they should write the main idea
on the left and the details of that main idea to the
immediate right of the main idea.
4. As a new subtopic is discussed, students should add
new main ideas and place those details next to that
main idea.
c. The Advantages of Using Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
The students who use two-column notes become active readers
and improved comprehension of reading materials. To support the idea
above, Zhuhui Fang Pointed out that teaching students how to take
notes helps them make sense of what they are reading and improves
their recall of text information44. In addition, the advantage of using
two-column note taking strategy is the students are easier to analyze
the structure of a text, especially a recount text and noting main ideas
42 Sedita, Loc. Cit.
43 Department of Education of Virginia. English SOL Enhanced Scope and Sequence for
Reading [Electronic Book].  Virginia:
http://teacherresourcecatalog.pwnet.org/docs/Reading%20Strategies%20for%20Content
%20Teachers.pdf.  2004.  p. 14.
44 Fang, et alt., Loc. Cit.
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and details through selective underlining45. This strategy helps the
students to see the visual distinction between main ideas and details
and can be used for studying and as scaffold for the development of
summaries46.
Based on the explanation above, it is clear enough that two-
column note taking strategy is very useful for students in reading
comprehension. It does not only help students to gain understanding in
the way in which relationships and level of importance are
communicated in a lecture. They will improve his ability to record the
information in the appropriate column.
Therefore, the writer can conclude that the two-column note
taking strategy is an effective strategy to improve students’ reading
comprehension.
d. The Importance of Using Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
In teaching and learning reading, an appropriate strategy or
technique has an important role to help students in understanding the
reading text. The two-column note taking strategy is one of the
appropriate strategies to improve the students’ reading comprehension.
This idea is also supported by Katherine who stated that the purpose of
two-column note taking strategy is to provide an organized system for
45 Diane Lapp, James Flood, and Nancy Farnan. Content area Reading and Learning
Instructional Strategies 2nd Edition [Electronic Book].  New Jersey:  Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates, Inc., 2004.  p.  172.
46 L. Deruvo. Op. Cit. p. 99.
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students to actively read nonfiction materials such as textbooks. It
helps students to organize information47.
The goal of the two‐column note‐taking strategy is to teach
students an efficient method of recording notes from a lecture while
simultaneously providing an effective active review tool. The method
teaches students how to use their notebook paper effectively; record
such basics as the date, topic, and page number; listen for signal words
and other cues that reflect importance; and record the notes in a pattern
that is clear, organized, and designed to serve as a tool for active
processing of the information.
In order to use the strategy, students will need to be taught to
recognize signal words or phrases, transitions, and other clue words.
Signal words and phrases (examples include several methods, four
types, various reasons, five steps, numerous barriers, etc.) signal to the
listener that the teacher has announced his main point and that he will
next provide the subordinating details.
B. Correlation between The Use of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy and
Reading Comprehension
Two-column note taking strategy is very useful for students in reading
comprehension. It does not only help students to gain understanding in the
way in which relationships and level of importance are communicated in a
lecture. They will improve his ability to record the information in the
47 W. Kuta. Loc. Cit.
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appropriate column. Two-column note taking strategy, in which the student
divides his or her paper into two columns, takes notes and forces students to
monitor their learning and comprehension. Note-taking has long been
recognized as an important element of students' comprehension and length of
notes is significantly, positively correlated to student performance48.
C. Relevant Research
Relevant research requires some previous researches conducted by other
researcher in which they are relevant to our research itself. Besides, the
researcher has to analyze what the point that focused on, inform the design,
finding and conclusion of the previous research, that of:
1. A. Majid Hayati conducted a research entitled “The Impact of Note-
taking Strategies on Listening Comprehension of EFL Learners.” The
research was included into True-Experimental research. Pretest
Posttest Control Group design was used to conduct the research. The
researcher divided into three groups that were taught with different
technique of note taking. The research findings show that there is
significant difference between the scores obtained by the experimental
group. there were significant differences among the three groups; then
the non note-takers and the untrained note-takers scores were carefully
48 Eleanor A. Pardini, et. all. Note Taking: an effective strategy
use.http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_hb3247/is_2_35/ai_n29199399/. Retrieved on
June 1st, 2012.
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compared to find out if there was any significant difference between
the (NNTG) and the (UNTG) groups. Another important finding of
this research is that teaching the Cornell note-taking strategy to
university students can help improve students' achievement. In this
way, the students will get the most benefit from learning note-taking
strategies, if those strategies are practiced over the course of several
months, even a full semester49.
2. Shahid, Hakim, Ph.D. conducted a research entitled “The effects of
implementing culturally relevant teaching, two-column note-taking,
and graphic organizers in the pedagogical stances and instructions of
secondary content teachers.” The research was included into True-
Experimental research. This case study introduced teacher participants
to the effectiveness of implementing culturally relevant teaching in
their content instruction as well as using two-column note taking and
graphic organizer reading comprehension strategies. Findings from the
question regarding the effects of implementing culturally relevant
teaching practices into teachers' instructional delivery revealed
multiple relevancies that evolved as a result of the participants'
utilization. Embedding lessons with culturally, socially and
generationally relevant teaching practices were beneficial to the
outcomes of the lesson objectives. The use of implementing multiple
perspectives gave students a fuller understanding of the concepts
49 A. Malid Hayati. The Impact of Note-taking Strategies on Listening Comprehension of EFL
Learners.  Iran: www.ccsenet.org/journal/index.php/elt/article/download/344/307.
Retrieved on January 23, 2011.
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presented in the textbook and overall lesson. It could be deduced that
instilling motivation is key in successfully instructing students in
content education. It was also concluded the teachers' implementations
of culturally relevant teaching practices induced and reinforced
students' metacognitive capabilities.
This study revealed that by implementing two-column note
taking strategies into participants' instruction, students began to create
efficient notes from their textbooks as a result of the teachers modeling
the note taking format. Also, results from this study supported the
conclusion that by implementing two-column note taking strategies
into instruction, students were able to comprehend content lessons with
accuracy50.
These relevant researches which were conducted by previous
researchers give contribution toward the research that will be
conducted by the writer. The first research was entitled “The Impact of
Note-taking Strategies on Listening Comprehension of EFL Learners”
and the second one was “The Effects of Implementing Culturally
Relevant Teaching, Two-Column Note Taking, and Graphic
Organizers in the Pedagogical Stances and Instructions of Secondary
Content Teachers”. They are as references to the writer because the
previous researches show that two-column note taking strategy is
50 Shahid Hakim. The Effects of Implementing Culturally Relevant Teaching, Two-Column Note
Taking, and Graphic Organizers in the Pedagogical Stances and Instructions of
Secondary Content Teachers. http://gradworks.umi.com/33/40/3340066.html.  Retrivied
on June 2 , 2011.
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effective to improve comprehension. So, the writer is interested in
conducting a research entitled “The Effect of Using Two-Column Note
Taking Strategy toward Reading Comprehension of Second Year
Students at State Junior High School 29 Pekanbaru”. The differences
between previous researches and the research that will be conducted by
the writer are different subject and object of the research, different
situation that will be faced, different research design because the
writer‘s research design is quasi experiment design.
D. The Operational Concept
In carrying out this research, it is necessary to clarify the variable used in
analyzing the data. There are two variables, variable X and Y. Variable X is
the use of two-column note taking strategy. Variable Y is the students’ reading
comprehension.
The indicators of variable X (two-column note taking strategy):
Two-column note taking strategy used in teaching English to know
the students’ reading comprehension. The procedure of two-column note
taking;
1. Students divide their papers into two columns.
2. Students label the left column as Main Idea
3. Students label the right column as Detail Information.
4. Students identify the text.
5. Students take notes after identifying the text.
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6. Students write the main idea on the left column
7. Students write the detail information of that main idea to the right
column.
8. Students discuss every subtopic or paragraph of the text.
9. Students add new main ideas.
10. Students place those detail information next to that main idea.
The indicators of variable Y (Reading Comprehension):
1. The students are able to find out main idea of recount
text.
2. The students are able to find out detail information
containing in recount text.
3. The students are able to find the meaning of vocabulary in
context (synonym or antonym).
4. The students are able to identify reference.
5. The students are able to identify the generic structure of recount
text.
6. The students are able to determine communicative purpose of
recount text.
D. Assumption and Hypothesis
1. Assumption
There are many strategies which are effective to improve reading
comprehension; one of them is two-column note taking strategy. The two-
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column note taking strategy is one of the appropriate strategies to improve
students’ reading comprehension. So, the writer assumes that two-column
note taking strategy is useful to be implemented.
2. Hypothesis
Ho: There is no a significant correlation between using two-column note
taking strategy and reading comprehension of the second year
students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
Ha: There is a significant correlation between using two-column note
taking strategy and reading comprehension of the second year
students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
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CHAPTER III
METHOD OF THE RESEARCH
A. Research Design
This research examined the use of two-column note taking strategy and
students reading comprehension. This research was a correlation design. It
was called as correlation design because this research intended to find out the
correlation between using two-column note taking strategy and students
reading comprehension. Correlational research involves collecting data in
order to determine whether, and to what degree, a relationship exists between
two or more quantifiable variables51.
Therefore, the writer determined that research was a correlational
research, especially bivariate correlation. It use to analyze the relationship
between two continuous variables is called the correlation coefficient52.
B. Time and Location of the Research
This research was conducted on February 2012. This research was
conducted at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru, especially the second year
students of state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru. The length of time to apply
the strategy was about ten meetings including pre-test and post-test.
51 L.R. Gay, and Peter Airasian. Educational Research: Competencies for Analysis and
Application (Sixth Edition). New Jersey: Pearson Prentice-Hall, 2000. p. 394.
52 Daniel Muijs. Doing Quantitative Research in Education with SPSS [Electronic Book].
London:  SAGE Publication. Ltd., 2004.  p. 26.
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C. Subject and Object of the Research
1. Subject of the Research
The subject of this research was the second semester of the second year
students of State Junior High School 29 Pekanbaru, in the academic year
of 2011/2012.
2. Object of the Research
The object of this research was the correlation between using two-column
note taking strategy and the students’ reading comprehension, especially in
a recount text.
D. Population and Sample of the Research
1. Population
The population of this research was the second year students of state junior
high school 29 Pekanbaru. They were about 200 students divided into five
classes. They are assumed to have the same level of proficiency and the
same background.
Table 3.2
Distribution of the Research Population
CLASS NUMBER OFSTUDENTS
VIII. 1 40
VIII. 2 40
VIII. 3 40
VIII. 4 40
VIII. 5 40
TOTAL 200
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2. Sample
In this research, the writer used random sampling as the way to
choose the sample of population. The writer selected sample randomly.
The writer determined the class to be sample of population by
using lottery. The writer prepared rolled of papers which were written
each class then the writer shacked them into a bottle. After that, the
writer pulled a rolled of paper out. Finally, the writer chose 40 students
as the sample of population.
E. Technique of Collecting the Data
In this research, the writer used observation and test as the technique of
collecting data.
1. Test
Besides, the students were tested by reading comprehension test. The test
was given after the students learned by using two-column note taking
strategy. The test was done in order to know the influence and the
effectiveness of using two-column note taking strategy toward the students’
reading comprehension, especially in a recount text. To get the data about the
students’ reading comprehension, the writer used the assessment based on the
indicators of reading comprehension that have been explained in operational
concept. The technique of test used was multiple choices. Multiple choices
techniques were a technique that was designed by using four choices and
respondent chose one, it is based on the question. The technique can assess
the students’ reading comprehension. The test consisted of 30 items. The
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writer constructed or adapted the test from the book which is related. Before
questions were given to the students. It was tested about validity and
reliability. Therefore, the test was tried out to know the test is reliable and
valid. It used the formulation of validity and reliability. In analyzing the
validity and reliability of the test, the researcher used correlation product
moment formula by dividing items into odd and even (split-half method), the
formulations are as in the following53:
The formulation of validity:r ∑ (∑ )(∑ )[ ∑ (∑ ) ][ ∑ (∑ ) ]
: Correlated Confession between X and Y
X : Odd Items (1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17,19,21,23,25,27,29)
Y : Even Items (2,4,6,8,10,12,14,16,18,20,22,24,26,28,30)
N : Respondents
The formulation of reliabilityr = 2 r ⁄⁄1 + r ⁄⁄
Based on the analysis of validity and reliability above, it can be seen
that the rvalue of validity was 0.66 and rvalue of reliability was 0.795.
According to Suharsimi Arikunto the value of correlation coefficients as
follows54;
53 Suharsimi Arikunto. Dasar-dasar Evaluasi Pendidikan.  Jakarta: Bumi Aksara, 2008.  p. 70-
93.
54 Ibid. p. 75
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1. Between 0.800 to 1.00 = Very High
2. Between 0.600 to 0.800 = High
3. Between 0.400 to 0.600 = Enough
4. Between 0.200 to 0.400 = Low
5. Between 0.00 to 0.200 = Very Low
In conclusion, the validity of the test was categorized into High level
while reliability of the test was also categorized into High level.
2. Observation Checklist
Observation is one of the techniques used to collect the data. An
observation is the current of a phenomenon determined by observing55.
This research observed the implementation at school of two-column note
taking strategy in teaching reading especially in recount text.
F. Technique of Data Analysis
After finding out the data, it was analyzed by using SPSS software 17.0
version and Microsoft Excel 2007. The writer used the statistical calculation
of Pearson's correlation coefficient formula that was calculated by using SPSS
software56: ∑ (∑ )(∑ )∑ (∑ ) ∑ ( )
Where:
: Correlated Confession between X and Y
X : Odd Items (1,3,5,7,9,11,13,15,17,19,21,23,25,27,29)
Y : Even Items (2,4,6,8,10,12,14,16,18,20,22,24,26,28,30)
55 Gay and Airasian, Op. Cit. p. 294.
56 Hartono. Statistik untuk Peneltian. Pekanbaru: Pustaka Pelajar. 2008. p. 53.
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N : Respondents
The r – table was employed to see whether there is a significant
correlation between the use of two-column note taking strategy and reading
comprehension. The r - obtained value was consulted with the value of r –
table statically hypothesis:
Ho : < – table
Ha : > – table
Ho is accepted if : < – table or there is significant correlation between
using two-column note taking strategy and the students’ reading
comprehension.
Ha is accepted if : > – table or there is significant correlation between
using two-column note taking strategy and the students’ reading
comprehension.
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CHAPTER IV
THE PRESENTATION OF THE DATA ANALYSIS
A. The Description of the Data
This chapter presents the results of this research, including the findings
and its discussions. The data presentation of this study includes the analysis of
the students’ observation checklist and reading comprehension test. The
reading comprehension test was analyzed by using SPPS 17.0 for windows.
The aim of this research is to obtain the significant correlation between the
students’ reading comprehension and the use of two-column note taking
strategy.
The first data were the data of this research which were from observation
checklist; when the students implemented two-column note taking strategy in
order to know to what extend the procedures of the strategy was implemented;
that was two-column note taking strategy. The second data were from the
students’ reading comprehension test after the use of two-column note taking
strategy. In giving test; the students were asked to answer the questions based
on the text. The test dealt with recount text. It was the topic being taught at the
time and evaluated by concerning six components of students’ reading
comprehension; namely:
1. The students are able to find out main idea of the text.
2. The students are able to find out detail information containing in the
text.
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3. The students are able to find the meaning of vocabulary in context
(synonym or antonym).
4. The students are able to identify reference.
5. The students are able to identify the generic structure of the text.
6. The students are able to determine communicative purpose of the text.
The third data were the correlation analysis product moment between the use
of two-column note taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension. The
data of this research are all relevant to the required information. The data
gathered in this research were all information related to the implementation of
two-column note taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension.
There were several steps in collecting the data. First, the writer tried out
the test to another class of the second year of state junior high school 29
Pekanbaru except the sample. The result was analyzed to find out the level of
difficulty of each item and the reliability of the test. The test was composed of
30 items, and each item was given score 3.333. The final score was analyzed
by using the following formula57:= × 100
B. The Data Presentation
The data of this research were gotten by the researcher from observation
checklist and reading comprehension test. The data were collected through the
following procedures:
57 Anas Sudijono. Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta: PT. Rajafindo Persada, 2008. p. 32.
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a) The class got treatment, it was learnt by using two-column note
taking strategy.
b) The class got test, asked them to answer the questions based on the
reading text given (multiple choices).
c) The students’ answer sheet was collected in order to evaluate their
comprehension.
1. The Implementation of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
This research was about implementation of a learning strategy, two-
column note taking strategy which was done by the students that is why
the researcher used observation checklists for the students. The students’
observation checklist was filled by the students. The total number of the students
was 40. So, there were 40 students who filled the observation checklist. The
items of observation lists are as follows;
1. Students divide their papers into two columns.
2. Students label the left column as Main Idea.
3. Students label the right column as Detail Information.
4. Students identify the text.
5. Students take notes after identifying the text.
6. Students write the main idea on the left column.
7. Students write the detail information of that main idea to the right
column.
8. Students discuss every subtopic or paragraph of the text.
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9. Students add new main ideas.
10. Students place the detail information next to that main idea.
There were 10 items of the procedure of two-column note taking
strategy. In every checklist yes of the procedure of two-column note taking
strategy, the students got score 10. It means that the maximum score that
would be gotten by the students if they follow the all items of two-column
note taking procedure was 100.
The implementation of two-column note taking strategy which is
presented in appendix 1 shows the table of the implementation of two-column
note taking strategy.
Based on the implementation of two-column note taking strategy, the
students’ score of the use of two-column note taking strategy can be
distributed into following table;
Table 4.1
Frequency Distribution of the Use of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
TwoColumnNoteTaking
Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative
Percent
Valid 40 1 2.5 2.5 2.5
60 1 2.5 2.5 5.0
70 12 30.0 30.0 35.0
80 18 45.0 45.0 80.0
90 2 5.0 5.0 85.0
100 6 15.0 15.0 100.0
Total 40 100.0 100.0
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Based on the table above, it shows that there was 1 student who did
the procedure of two-column note taking 40 (2.5%), 1 student who did 60
(2.5%), 12 students who done 70 (30%), 18 students who did 80 (45%), 2
students who did 90 (5%), and 6 students who did 100 (15%).
Besides, the researcher used the following formula to get the
percentage of the observation: 58= × 100%
Where:
P: Percentage
F: Frequency of the score
N: Number of Case
The category of observation can be seen below:59
Table 4.2
No Percentage Category
1 80-100 Very Good
2 70-79 Good
3 60-69 Enough
4 50-59 Less
5 0-49 Bad
Referring to the students’ observation checklist table, it also can be
seen that the total number of the students was 40 students. The highest
implementation of two-column note taking strategy was 100 and the
58 Ibid. p. 43
59 Arikunto, Op. Cit. p.245
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lowest was 40. The highest frequency was 18 at the implementation of 8
items or 80. So, it can be calculated as below;= 316400 × 100%
= 79%= 84400 × 100%
= 21%
In conclusion, use of two-column note taking strategy in recount text
was categorized into Good level because the students have done 79 % of
two-column note taking strategy and only 21% was not. It means that the
implementation of Two-Column Note Taking strategy would has positive
correlation with the students’ reading comprehension of the second year at
State Junior High school 29 Pekanbaru.
2. The Data Presentation of Reading Comprehension Test
The test was conducted after using two column note taking strategy.
The data can be seen from the table below:
Table 4.3
Students’ Reading Comprehension of Test Score
NO Student Score of ReadingComprehension Test
1 Student 1 90
2 Student 2 90
3 Student 3 77
4 Student 4 74
5 Student 5 87
6 Student 6 90
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7 Student 7 90
8 Student 8 87
9 Student 9 87
10 Student 10 84
11 Student 11 87
12 Student 12 77
13 Student 13 77
14 Student 14 87
15 Student 15 87
16 Student 16 70
17 Student 17 80
18 Student 18 87
19 Student 19 87
20 Student 20 84
21 Student 21 84
22 Student 22 84
23 Student 23 77
24 Student 24 84
25 Student 25 80
26 Student 26 74
27 Student 27 84
28 Student 28 87
29 Student 29 80
30 Student 30 40
31 Student 31 90
32 Student 32 77
33 Student 33 87
34 Student 34 80
35 Student 35 90
36 Student 36 90
37 Student 37 87
38 Student 38 90
39 Student 39 77
40 Student 40 80
TOTAL 3301
From the table above, the researcher found that the total test score was
3301. The highest score was 90 and the lowest was 40. The distribution
frequency of the students’ reading comprehension test score as follows;
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Table 4.4
Frequency Distribution of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Score
Based on the table above, it shows that there was 1 student who got
score 40 (2.5%), 1 student who got score 70 (2.5%), 2 students who got
score 74 (5%), 6 students who got score 77 (15%), 5 students who got
score 80 (12.5%), 6 students who got score 84 (27.5%), 11 students who
got score 87 (27.5%), and 8 students who got score 90 (20%).
Referring to the table, it also can be seen that the total number of the
students was 40 students. The highest score was 90 and the lowest score
was 40. The highest frequency was 11 at the score of 87.
The data of the students’ reading comprehension test were obtained
from the result of students’ reading comprehension test which has been
presented above can be classified as follows:
Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative
Percent
Valid 40 1 2.5 2.5 2.5
70 1 2.5 2.5 5.0
74 2 5.0 5.0 10.0
77 6 15.0 15.0 25.0
80 5 12.5 12.5 37.5
84 6 15.0 15.0 52.5
87 11 27.5 27.5 80.0
90 8 20.0 20.0 100.0
Total 40 100.0 100.0
48
Table 4.5
Classification of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Score of the
Second Year Students at Sate Junior High School 29 Pekanbaru
NO CATEGORIES SCORE FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE
1 Very Good 80-100 30 75
2 Good 70-79 9 22.5
3 Enough 60-69 - -
4 Less 50-59 - -
5 Bad 0-49 1 2.5
TOTAL 40 100
Based to the table above, the test classification of experimental class
of the second year students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru shows
that there were 30 students categorized into Very Good level (75%), 9
students categorized into Good level (22.5%), 1 student categorized into
Bad level (2.5%). Thus, the majority of students in this regard were
classified into Very Good level.
C. The Data Analysis
The data analysis presents the statistical result followed by the
discussion about the correlation between using two-column note taking
strategy and reading comprehension of the second year students at state junior
high school 29 Pekanbaru. The researcher used SPSS.17 version and product
moment formula to analyze the correlation between using two-column note
taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension of the second year
students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
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1. Data Analysis of Using Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
Table 4.6
Statistics
TwoColumnNoteTaking
N Valid 40
Missing 0
Mean 79.00
Std. Error of Mean 1.922
Median 80.00
Mode 80
Std. Deviation 12.153
Variance 147.692
Range 60
Minimum 40
Maximum 100
Sum 3160
Based on the table above, it shows that mean score was 79 and
the standard deviation was 12.153. The use of two column note taking
strategy was categorized into good level.
2. Data Analysis of Students’ Reading Comprehension
Table 4.7
Statistics
ReadingComprehension
N Valid 40
Missing 0
Mean 82.53
Std. Error of Mean 1.388
Median 84.00
Mode 87
Std. Deviation 8.779
Variance 77.076
Range 50
Minimum 40
Maximum 90
Sum 3301
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Based on the table above, it shows that mean score 82.53 and its
standard deviation was 8.779. The students’ reading comprehension
was categorized into Very Good level.
3. Data Analysis of Pearson's Correlation Coefficient
Table 4.8
Correlations
Two-Column
NoteTaking
Reading
Comprehension
TwoColumnNoteTaking Pearson Correlation 1 .810**
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 40 40
ReadingComprehension Pearson Correlation .810** 1
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 40 40
**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
Out Put of Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient shows that for varian
in this Hypothesis examination is:
Ho = Identical variant population
Ha = Non-identical variant population
This statement based on the probability gate:
If Probability > 0.05, Ho is accepted
If Probability < 0.05, Ho is rejected
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Based on the account table analysis above, the significance point is
0.810. Based on the taking decision standard, 0.000 is shorter than .005. It
means that Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted and variant population was
identical. Because both of the hypotheses were relevant.
Based on the pearson’s correlation coefficient calculation above, it
could be seen that score was 0.810 with = 40 − 2 = 38.
Because = 38 was not found in the , so the researcher took= 40. If was 0.810 compares with with = 40, the" " critic point is:
Significance 5% = 0.304
Significance 1% = 0.393
It can be seen that the is higher than in significance
5% and 1%. In other words, it can be read 0.304< 0.810>0.393. It means
that Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted; or there is significant correlation
between using two-column note taking strategy and the students’ reading
comprehension in recount text.
In conclusion, two-column note taking strategy positively correlates
the students’ reading comprehension at the second year of State Junior
High School 29 Pekanbaru.
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CHAPTER IV
THE PRESENTATION OF THE DATA ANALYSIS
A. The Description of the Data
This chapter presents the results of this research, including the findings
and its discussions. The data presentation of this study includes the analysis of
the students’ observation checklist and reading comprehension test. The
reading comprehension test was analyzed by using SPPS 17.0 for windows.
The aim of this research is to obtain the significant correlation between the
students’ reading comprehension and the use of two-column note taking
strategy.
The first data were the data of this research which were from observation
checklist; when the students implemented two-column note taking strategy in
order to know to what extend the procedures of the strategy was implemented;
that was two-column note taking strategy. The second data were from the
students’ reading comprehension test after the use of two-column note taking
strategy. In giving test; the students were asked to answer the questions based
on the text. The test dealt with recount text. It was the topic being taught at the
time and evaluated by concerning six components of students’ reading
comprehension; namely:
1. The students are able to find out main idea of the text.
2. The students are able to find out detail information containing in the
text.
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3. The students are able to find the meaning of vocabulary in context
(synonym or antonym).
4. The students are able to identify reference.
5. The students are able to identify the generic structure of the text.
6. The students are able to determine communicative purpose of the text.
The third data were the correlation analysis product moment between the use
of two-column note taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension. The
data of this research are all relevant to the required information. The data
gathered in this research were all information related to the implementation of
two-column note taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension.
There were several steps in collecting the data. First, the writer tried out
the test to another class of the second year of state junior high school 29
Pekanbaru except the sample. The result was analyzed to find out the level of
difficulty of each item and the reliability of the test. The test was composed of
30 items, and each item was given score 3.333. The final score was analyzed
by using the following formula1: = × 100
B. The Data Presentation
The data of this research were gotten by the researcher from observation
checklist and reading comprehension test. The data were collected through the
following procedures:
1 Anas Sudijono. Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta: PT. Rajafindo Persada, 2008. p. 32.
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a) The class got treatment, it was learnt by using two-column note
taking strategy.
b) The class got test, asked them to answer the questions based on the
reading text given (multiple choices).
c) The students’ answer sheet was collected in order to evaluate their
comprehension.
1. The Implementation of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
This research was about implementation of a learning strategy, two-
column note taking strategy which was done by the students that is why
the researcher used observation checklists for the students. The students’
observation checklist was filled by the students. The total number of the students
was 40. So, there were 40 students who filled the observation checklist. The
items of observation lists are as follows;
1. Students divide their papers into two columns.
2. Students label the left column as Main Idea.
3. Students label the right column as Detail Information.
4. Students identify the text.
5. Students take notes after identifying the text.
6. Students write the main idea on the left column.
7. Students write the detail information of that main idea to the right
column.
8. Students discuss every subtopic or paragraph of the text.
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9. Students add new main ideas.
10. Students place the detail information next to that main idea.
There were 10 items of the procedure of two-column note taking
strategy. In every checklist yes of the procedure of two-column note taking
strategy, the students got score 10. It means that the maximum score that
would be gotten by the students if they follow the all items of two-column
note taking procedure was 100.
The implementation of two-column note taking strategy which is
presented in appendix 1 shows the table of the implementation of two-column
note taking strategy.
Based on the implementation of two-column note taking strategy, the
students’ score of the use of two-column note taking strategy can be
distributed into following table;
Table 4.1
Frequency Distribution of the Use of Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
TwoColumnNoteTaking
Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative
Percent
Valid 40 1 2.5 2.5 2.5
60 1 2.5 2.5 5.0
70 12 30.0 30.0 35.0
80 18 45.0 45.0 80.0
90 2 5.0 5.0 85.0
100 6 15.0 15.0 100.0
Total 40 100.0 100.0
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Based on the table above, it shows that there was 1 student who did
the procedure of two-column note taking 40 (2.5%), 1 student who did 60
(2.5%), 12 students who done 70 (30%), 18 students who did 80 (45%), 2
students who did 90 (5%), and 6 students who did 100 (15%).
Besides, the researcher used the following formula to get the
percentage of the observation: 2= × 100%
Where:
P: Percentage
F: Frequency of the score
N: Number of Case
The category of observation can be seen below:3
Table 4.2
No Percentage Category
1 80-100 Very Good
2 70-79 Good
3 60-69 Enough
4 50-59 Less
5 0-49 Bad
Referring to the students’ observation checklist table, it also can be
seen that the total number of the students was 40 students. The highest
implementation of two-column note taking strategy was 100 and the
2 Ibid. p. 43
3 Arikunto, Op. Cit. p.245
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lowest was 40. The highest frequency was 18 at the implementation of 8
items or 80. So, it can be calculated as below;= 316400 × 100%
= 79%= 84400 × 100%
= 21%
In conclusion, use of two-column note taking strategy in recount text
was categorized into Good level because the students have done 79 % of
two-column note taking strategy and only 21% was not. It means that the
implementation of Two-Column Note Taking strategy would has positive
correlation with the students’ reading comprehension of the second year at
State Junior High school 29 Pekanbaru.
2. The Data Presentation of Reading Comprehension Test
The test was conducted after using two column note taking strategy.
The data can be seen from the table below:
Table 4.3
Students’ Reading Comprehension of Test Score
NO Student Score of ReadingComprehension Test
1 Student 1 90
2 Student 2 90
3 Student 3 77
4 Student 4 74
5 Student 5 87
6 Student 6 90
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7 Student 7 90
8 Student 8 87
9 Student 9 87
10 Student 10 84
11 Student 11 87
12 Student 12 77
13 Student 13 77
14 Student 14 87
15 Student 15 87
16 Student 16 70
17 Student 17 80
18 Student 18 87
19 Student 19 87
20 Student 20 84
21 Student 21 84
22 Student 22 84
23 Student 23 77
24 Student 24 84
25 Student 25 80
26 Student 26 74
27 Student 27 84
28 Student 28 87
29 Student 29 80
30 Student 30 40
31 Student 31 90
32 Student 32 77
33 Student 33 87
34 Student 34 80
35 Student 35 90
36 Student 36 90
37 Student 37 87
38 Student 38 90
39 Student 39 77
40 Student 40 80
TOTAL 3301
From the table above, the researcher found that the total test score was
3301. The highest score was 90 and the lowest was 40. The distribution
frequency of the students’ reading comprehension test score as follows;
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Table 4.4
Frequency Distribution of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Score
Based on the table above, it shows that there was 1 student who got
score 40 (2.5%), 1 student who got score 70 (2.5%), 2 students who got
score 74 (5%), 6 students who got score 77 (15%), 5 students who got
score 80 (12.5%), 6 students who got score 84 (27.5%), 11 students who
got score 87 (27.5%), and 8 students who got score 90 (20%).
Referring to the table, it also can be seen that the total number of the
students was 40 students. The highest score was 90 and the lowest score
was 40. The highest frequency was 11 at the score of 87.
The data of the students’ reading comprehension test were obtained
from the result of students’ reading comprehension test which has been
presented above can be classified as follows:
Frequency Percent Valid Percent
Cumulative
Percent
Valid 40 1 2.5 2.5 2.5
70 1 2.5 2.5 5.0
74 2 5.0 5.0 10.0
77 6 15.0 15.0 25.0
80 5 12.5 12.5 37.5
84 6 15.0 15.0 52.5
87 11 27.5 27.5 80.0
90 8 20.0 20.0 100.0
Total 40 100.0 100.0
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Table 4.5
Classification of Students’ Reading Comprehension Test Score of the
Second Year Students at Sate Junior High School 29 Pekanbaru
NO CATEGORIES SCORE FREQUENCY PERCENTAGE
1 Very Good 80-100 30 75
2 Good 70-79 9 22.5
3 Enough 60-69 - -
4 Less 50-59 - -
5 Bad 0-49 1 2.5
TOTAL 40 100
Based to the table above, the test classification of experimental class
of the second year students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru shows
that there were 30 students categorized into Very Good level (75%), 9
students categorized into Good level (22.5%), 1 student categorized into
Bad level (2.5%). Thus, the majority of students in this regard were
classified into Very Good level.
C. The Data Analysis
The data analysis presents the statistical result followed by the
discussion about the correlation between using two-column note taking
strategy and reading comprehension of the second year students at state junior
high school 29 Pekanbaru. The researcher used SPSS.17 version and product
moment formula to analyze the correlation between using two-column note
taking strategy and students’ reading comprehension of the second year
students at state junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
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1. Data Analysis of Using Two-Column Note Taking Strategy
Table 4.6
Statistics
TwoColumnNoteTaking
N Valid 40
Missing 0
Mean 79.00
Std. Error of Mean 1.922
Median 80.00
Mode 80
Std. Deviation 12.153
Variance 147.692
Range 60
Minimum 40
Maximum 100
Sum 3160
Based on the table above, it shows that mean score was 79 and
the standard deviation was 12.153. The use of two column note taking
strategy was categorized into good level.
2. Data Analysis of Students’ Reading Comprehension
Table 4.7
Statistics
ReadingComprehension
N Valid 40
Missing 0
Mean 82.53
Std. Error of Mean 1.388
Median 84.00
Mode 87
Std. Deviation 8.779
Variance 77.076
Range 50
Minimum 40
Maximum 90
Sum 3301
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Based on the table above, it shows that mean score 82.53 and its
standard deviation was 8.779. The students’ reading comprehension
was categorized into Very Good level.
3. Data Analysis of Pearson's Correlation Coefficient
Table 4.8
Correlations
Two-Column
NoteTaking
Reading
Comprehension
TwoColumnNoteTaking Pearson Correlation 1 .810**
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 40 40
ReadingComprehension Pearson Correlation .810** 1
Sig. (2-tailed) .000
N 40 40
**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
Out Put of Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient shows that for varian
in this Hypothesis examination is:
Ho = Identical variant population
Ha = Non-identical variant population
This statement based on the probability gate:
If Probability > 0.05, Ho is accepted
If Probability < 0.05, Ho is rejected
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Based on the account table analysis above, the significance point is
0.810. Based on the taking decision standard, 0.000 is shorter than .005. It
means that Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted and variant population was
identical. Because both of the hypotheses were relevant.
Based on the pearson’s correlation coefficient calculation above, it
could be seen that score was 0.810 with = 40 − 2 = 38.
Because = 38 was not found in the , so the researcher took= 40. If was 0.810 compares with with = 40, the" " critic point is:
Significance 5% = 0.304
Significance 1% = 0.393
It can be seen that the is higher than in significance
5% and 1%. In other words, it can be read 0.304< 0.810>0.393. It means
that Ho is rejected and Ha is accepted; or there is significant correlation
between using two-column note taking strategy and the students’ reading
comprehension in recount text.
In conclusion, two-column note taking strategy positively correlates
the students’ reading comprehension at the second year of State Junior
High School 29 Pekanbaru.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
A. Conclusion
Based on data analysis and research finding in chapter IV, finally the
research about The Correlation between Using Two-Column Note Taking
Strategy and Reading Comprehension of the Second Year Students at State
Junior High School 29 Pekanbaru comes to the conclusion as follows:
1. The use of two-column note taking strategy in recount text was
categorized into good level because the students have done 79% of two-
column note taking strategy and only 21% was not. Therefore, the two-
column note taking strategy would positively correlate with the students’
reading comprehension.
2. The students reading comprehension used two-column note taking
strategy was categorized into very good level because mean score of the
reading comprehension test was 82.53. In other words, the use of two-
column note taking strategy has correlation toward reading
comprehension in recount text of the second year at state junior high
school 29 Pekanbaru.
3. There is significant correlation between using two-column note taking
strategy and reading comprehension of the second year students at state
junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
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So, it can be seen that the use of two-column note taking strategy has
correlation with reading comprehension of the second year students at state
junior high school 29 Pekanbaru.
B. Suggestion
The results of the study prove that the use of two-column note taking
strategy can improve students’ reading comprehension ability. Based on the
result above, the writer hopes that this study will give benefit for the
betterment of English teaching and learning process.
Considering the effect of using two-column note taking strategy toward
reading comprehension, so, the writer would like to give some suggestions
which hopefully these suggestions will be useful as follows:
1. Suggestions for the teacher:
a. The teacher should know how to enhance their ability in teaching and
to develop a good atmosphere in the class, so that the students learn at
ease and comfortably in their class.
b. The teacher should be creative to select kinds of reading text in order
to make students comprehend more the text and to diminish boredom
in learning English especially in reading subject.
c. Besides that, the teacher should be selective and creative in choosing
appropriate materials to improve the students’ ability and to enhance
students’ motivation in learning English.
d. The teacher is recommended to model the use of two-column note
taking strategy in teaching and learning English.
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2. Suggestion for the students:
a. The students should be aware of the importance of reading to get some
information they need. They should not judge that reading as a boring
activity.
b. Students in general should encourage themselves to learn more, to ask
what they do not understand and to learn as much as possible.
c. The students should try to implement two-column note taking strategy
in learning English as their note taking and practice in the classroom.
d. The students pay more attention to the lesson that has been shared by
the students in front of the class.
e. The students should avoid cheating in doing their exercises because in
two-column note taking strategy each student is demanded to take
notes of a reading text given. It will help them to answer and
comprehend the reading text. So, students should independently do
their exercise.
Finally, the researcher considers that this study still needs validation
from the next researcher that has the same topic as this study.
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